THE   GREAT   DAYS   ur   MK.

cution from patty, should have had greater bias than he himself
could be sensible of"
That passage indicates one of the qualities by which
Walpole has value for us. He had a strong feeling for history,
and without the scientific training of a historian, he had a
practical sense of the nature of historical testimony* Even for
the ordinary man, membership of Parliament confers a con-
siderable privilege. He is very unlikely to make history;
but he has the chance to learn the conditions under which, in a
parliamentary system of government, history is made. He
should have intelligence enough to perceive how differently
a series of important transactions may be stated, even with
a foil desire to give the real facts ; above all, how inevitable
it is that misleading and even completely untrue interpreta-
tions may be issued ; and how rapidly a political mythology
grows up- Consequently Horace Walpole was never content
to accept the conventional, official, and generally accredited
estimate of character or record of events. Herein probably
lay the secret of the real popularity which attended his
productions.
Of course he was a little absurd about it. " My book is
marvellously in fashion, to my great astonishment," he tells
George Montagu. " I did not expect so much truth and such
notions of liberty would have made their fortune in, this oar
day/9 He was inordinately impressed by what he calls (in a
letter to Robertson) the " licentious frankness " of his own
way of thinking in history. However, the historian of Scot-
land took him very seriously ajad allowed the dilettante to
advise him. It is worth noting that Walpole suggests to
Robertson cc two subjects which I sometimes had a mind to
treat myself/* One was the History #f Learning : the other,
" what I may in one light call the most remarkable period of
the world, by containing a succession of five good princes ;
I need not say they were Nerva, Trajan, Adrian, and the two
Antomnes/*
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